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Tthe Bible and it alone should be the 
criterion of a Christians’ confi dence 
in the truthfulness of his faith. For 

a genuine Christian the Bible is the chief 
authority and the primary argument in de-
fending of one’s personal faith as well as in 
reaching other people for the Lord. How-
ever the philosophy of the Renaissance and 
the Enlightenment of the 16th-17th centu-
ries which brought forth modernist think-
ing and deprived the church of the right to 
safe-keep and defi ne the truth, set forward 
reason and science as the only means of 
search for the absolute truth. Th e devil, as 
was back in Eden, encouraged man to doubt 
that which God said in His Word. Science 
became a new god and it alone has the right 
nowadays to claim what is true and what is 
not. Some Christians under the pressure of 
modernism agreed that science and reason 
are the only criteria of truth. For them the 
Bible ceased to be the most powerful and 
chief standard of truth. Th is was exactly the 
root of the defeat of modernist Christianity 
in fi ght for truth and its defense. 

Post-modernist thinking (the successor 
of the modernist one) rejected altogether 
existence of any absolutes. Man became the 
standard of truth; the “right and wrong” as 
such disappeared, and all things are now be-
ing defi ned by experience and the worldview 
of an interpreter of this or that contention. 
All of the above had a strong infl uence also 
on Christian apologetics which, trying to 
please postmodernism (which rejects any 
dogmatism) agreed not to use the Bible in 
discussion with the science. Th e criterion of 

truthfulness became the postmodernist slo-
gan: “true is that which works”; man and his 
needs became the chief. At that, Christianity 
is accepted not because it is true but because 
it is benefi cial, pleasant, comfortable, and 
helps one to feel bett er and fi nd harmony 
with oneself. 

Yet a genuine Christian should affi  rm the 
truth based on the Bible and not on scien-
tifi c and logics criteria. Th ere’s no room for 
God in those. Secular worldview with its 

“panhuman” values is God-adverse. Contem-
porary world has rejected the biblical values 
and changed, root and branch, the view on 
family, marriage, church and state. God’s de-
sign with regard to these values was changed 
by collective panhuman mind. Th e result of 
these we see in abominations done on earth, 
as well as God-adverse laws and traditions. 
Th erefore, today, as never before, it is im-
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portant to affi  rm the authority, inerrancy and suffi  ciency of the 
Bible in the knowledge of the truth. Th e Bible itself is the truth 
because it is the true Word of God.

I will never forget meeting Billy Graham when he fi rst came 
to the USSR and Novosibirsk in 1984. As he entered an ECB 
House of Prayer and saw a great multitude of people welcoming 
him, he greeted them having raised his Bible high above his head 
and pronouncing with dignity: “Th e Bible!” To hear this from 
the lips of a man who dedicated his whole life to turning sinners 

to God by preaching the truth to people and in his every sermon 
saying “thus says the Bible!” is worth a lot. For me personally 
as well as for the staff  of Novosibirsk Biblical Th eological Semi-
nary this is of utmost importance because we teach our students 
to humbly but at the same time, with boldness, maintain: “thus 
says the Bible!” Th ere’s no statement that is more important and 
higher. We are confi dent that no challenges of this world and 
even those coming from some church midst will change our rev-
erential att itude to that which the Bible says. It alone will remain 
for us the sole authority and criterion of truthfulness. Th us lived 
and taught our forefathers and this they passed down to us. Now 
the time came for us to worthily pass along this treasure to the 
next generation.

More than once we have heard that we bow down before the 
Bible more than before the living God. Th is is a strange colloca-
tion: don’t get to know God and what He is like in no other way 
than through the Bible? Yet today with ever increasing frequen-
cy people separate God from the Bible. Sometimes you may 
hear in a Christian midst: “Yes, it is writt en so in the Bible, but 
we have our decision!” Collective mind today is rising above 
the Bible even in Christian circles, and this is a tragedy. We 
rejoice that in these latt er days in conservative circles of evan-
gelical ministers more frequent are seminars and conferences 
dedicated to this issue. Our Seminary is called to uphold the 
authority of Scripture in the midst of professors, students, min-
isters and lay members of RU ECB churches. Th is is our highest 
priority and vision!

May God help us in this!

Training at Novosibirsk is a four-year program. Students 
spend several thousand hours in class covering dozens 
of diff erent subjects: Geography, Ancient History and 
ancient languages, Hermeneutics, Exegetics, Bible studies, 

diff erent sections of systematic and comparative theology, and many 
others. Th ere’s nothing unusual in this list; we use a typical curric-
ulum for seminary. And before everything else, we strive to furnish 
the students with all the necessary instruments so that they could 
use the historical grammatical method of interpretation and search for 
the author’s intention in the texts of Holy Scripture.

How justifi ed are such eff orts? Are such expenses of time, eff orts 
and resources truly necessary? Th ere are many of those in churches 
who doubt the urgency of higher theological education. Aft er all, 
many of us happened to hear both boring half-hearted sermons of 
educated men, and vivid picturesque sermons of those did not receive 
systematic training.  Th at is not to say that education gives no profi t, 
especially if we compare one and the same person before and aft er 
schooling, nevertheless, the diff erence does not always strike the eye. 

Th erefore some decide that it is not nonmandatory to go to a school 
at all, while others suggest to revise the approach to training: focus 
the main att ention on “practical” art of preaching and at that throw 
many “theoretical” subjects under the bus.

Without denying the importance of serious study of homilet-
ics and not vindicating 
boring or linguistically 
challenged preachers, 
it is still necessary to 
note that an attempt 
to retrench on theoret-
ical subjects may turn 
out fatal for the whole 
church. On top of ev-
erything else, such pur-
suits refl ect the deeply 
rooted failure to grasp 
the essence of church 

What Are the Preachers Being Taught
P. B. Togobitsky, NBTS Academic Dean
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ministry, tied with misjudgment of the role of both the preachers 
and other church members.

One of the vivid descriptions of God’s design for the church 
is contained in the words of Paul in Ephesians 4:7-16. Th e text 
there says that “to each one of us grace was given according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift ”; that the ultimate goal is “… until we all 
att ain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God” and that “the whole body… according to the proper work-
ing of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love”. Unfortunately, the biblical emphasis 
on the work and responsibility of every Christian is oft en ignored. 
Th e church is turning in an analog of a Sunday theater with a few 
actors and a multitude of spectators. Th is is why the qualifi cations 
for preachers are formulated based on their ability to well “enter-
tain” and cause “spiritual” sensations. However the text says that 
the task of pastors and teachers is the “equipping [i.e. furnishing, 
preparing] of the saints for the work of service”. Th ey are not the 
only workers in the church. Th ey are appointed by God to prepare 
everyone “for the building up of Christ’s Body”. Understanding 
one’s personal responsibility leads understanding of the need in 
ministers who are truly capable to teach the fullness of the whole 
purpose of God and not simply graphically repeat the long familiar 
truths or tell human fables.

Moreover, joint growth of the church is achieved against the 
background of “craft iness in deceitful scheming”, i.e. deceit which is 
carried to the category of art. Th is deceit bursts into our life through 
books and fi lms, through communication and Internet. Quite oft en 
it takes the form of statements: “as a matt er of fact, in those times…”, 

“this Greek word really means… ”, “in fact the church always taught 
that…”, “actually scientists proved…” and fi nally “instead, this text 
should be interpreted this way…”. Th e church is badly in need of those 
who will be able to help not to fall into this trap; who have suffi  cient 
knowledge and skills to make a stand for the truth and prepare others 
to withstanding. Th e church needs teachers who are faithful to God 
and His Word, who are capable to soundly and convincingly uncover 
the author’s sense of a biblical text.

Th e peculiarity of our time is the cult of consumerism. It has be-
come a serious enticement even for the church where the preaching 
ministry is, in essence, placed demand on to be “cheap and nice”. But 
God’s commission does not warrant neglect of trustworthiness and 

depth of interpretation. Th is is why at Novosibirsk Seminary we 
strive to equip brothers comprehensively, even if for this purpose 
they will have to spend thousands of hours on philology, history 
and exegetics. Th is is why we appeal to the churches to sacrifi ce 
fi nances and send their ministers to the seminary. Our hearts’ desire 
is to serve by grace which has been given to us from God and make 
our contribution to equipping of saints for the work of ministry in 
anticipation “until we all att ain to the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of 
the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ”.
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Test Your Bible for the Stripes
G. G. Rehwald, NBTS Professor of Old Testament

Y ou are invited to make a simple experiment. Take your 
Bible – not a new one, but the one you regularly use. Turn 
the Bible and take a close look at the edge. When you fi rst 

bought this Bible the edges of the paper were white or golden. 
Where you usually open the pages, your fi ngers left  a trace. Aft er 
a certain time the edges turn grey, the golden tone darkens. Th ere 
is nothing extraordinary in it. Th at is the way a constant use af-
fects paper. What is then the experiment about? It is not about 
the presence of the grey color itself, but about its patt ern. I have 
not yet seen a Bible with a uniform spread of the grey coloring. 
Th e typically patt ern is the following: A dark stripe in the lower 
part in contrast to a more light upper half, and a small dark line 
in the middle.

Th e small dark line is the Book of Psalms. Th e Bible reader oft en 
turns to these pages in the search for comfort and strengthening. 
Th e edges of the pages of the New Testament also grow yellow 
over time. Sermons and personal reading oft en lead fi ngers to 
these pages. Th at is the lower third of the Bible. But more than 
half of the pages of Scripture remain light, without a greater trace 
of grey. No fi ngers wore them out, no eyes searched the text, no 
heart was touched by these pages.

What propels a devoted believer – one who loves Scripture – 
to leave aside a signifi cant part of what we all estimate as given 
by God and vital for a Christian life?

One of the many reasons might be the cultural and historical 
distance. A Graeco-Roman culture is closer to our modern living 
than the Hebrew culture of 2,500 years ago. For people in a quick 
changing age it is easy to grasp the short stories of the Gospels 
and the sharp-cut and logical argumentation of Paul. Th e poetics 
of parallelism and the elongate narratives of the Patriarchs are 
diffi  cult to access for modern man. By the way, 
did you recognize the mirrored parallelism (a 
so called chiasm) in the last two sentences? 

Th e “people in a quick changing age” paral-
lels the “modern man” in the second sentence. 

“Easy to grasp” parallels “diffi  cult to access,” 
“short stories” parallels “elongate narratives” 
and fi nally, “poetics of parallelism” parallels 

“sharp-cut and logical argumentation of Paul.” 
Precisely this is the very same poetics of paral-
lelism, probably the widely used literary style 
in the whole of the Old Testament.

Reading the Old Testament demands 
of us more than bridging a cultural gap of 
three thousand years. Our reading needs to 
be equipped with attention, humility and 
appreciation towards the text. Of course, 
such an attitude should always be on our 
mind, whatever book of the Bible we read. 

On the other hand, as the texts of the New Testament are more 
accessible – even for the non-churched – the more the reader, 
who is ready to emerge into the world of the Old Testament is like 
one “who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old” 
(Matt . 13:52). He learns a lot about those things, which the New 
Testament takes for granted. Th ey might be left  unexplained or 
only alluded to. When the Gospel speaks about the “Son of David,” 
when Paul writes about “sacrifi ce,” or John writes that “salvation 
comes from the Jews,” where will we fi nd the explanation for these 
phrases? Th e Old Testament explains them all.

Th e weighty expression “God” is on the tongues of men. Th ere 
is a myriad of defi nitions: from the old man to the cool friend, 
from an amorphous matt er to a positive energy. People come up 
with the most extraordinary conceptions. And even among those 
inside the church diff erent ideas prevail. Open up the book of 
Genesis and read the fi rst chapter! Only one chapter of the Bible, 
the very fi rst one – and you will get to know about God, His 
essence and His plans! 

As does the fi rst chapter, so the whole Bible off ers its reader 
to know God. Th e main goal of every reader of the Bible, of ev-
eryone studying Scripture has to be the desire to know God. We 
have to restrain from the temptation to limit our reading to the 
single question “What does the text say about me?” Of course this 
is still an important question. But it is not the main question. It 
is the second question following the fi rst question, the question 
about God. Th e Bible is the book about God. Only because it is 
God Who created us and loves us, the Bible also speaks about 
us. Without this God, without understanding and appreciation 
of His creation and love there would be no understanding and 
appreciation of the created man and God’s love for him. Th is is the 
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story line of the Old Testament that is at the core of the narratives 
of the Patriarchs and the people of Israel.

Every biblical narrative has a beginning, development of 
discourse and an ending. Sometimes a narrative even gives us 
commentaries and some conclusions. In order to catch the whole 
story one must read the narrative as it is: from the beginning to 
the end. Reading larger parts of the Bible makes it easier to grasp 
the plot of the story. And as side eff ect some details of the distant 
culture become clearer and more comprehensible. Instead of get-
ting stuck with details, we comprehend the heart of the message.

Th e very best means to overcome any misunderstanding is to 
simply start reading. Here, on the pages of the Bible, including the 
Old Testament, God wants you to know so many new things. Th e 
reader of the New Testament as a believer in God acquires a great 
treasure. Th e reader of the Old Testament opens up the richness 
of this gift  from God. He encounters the Giver – God Himself.

Our Student. A Testimony 
Ivan Klimkin, First Year Student

I was born and raised in a classic family: father, mother, an el-
der sister and me. My father was an atheist. My mother was 
culturally Orthodox. Her faith formed my understanding 

that there’s God, and I sometimes prayed to Him. 
While in high school as I thought about prospects in my life 

as well as in the lives of other people I came to a conclusion that 
life was senseless. Th is conclusion made me idle and unwilling 
to move on; I became inert. My life went downhill. My inner 
condition tortured me.

I did not want to put up with senselessness of life. Th en I 
came to a thought that the answer should be somewhere on a 

spiritual rather than physical level. A third year college student 
I saw an announcement: “Welcome to our alternative café! We 
will speak on diff erent topics, including spiritual ones”. It was 
hosted by Christians. Th is is how I met believers and God start-
ed to work on me litt le by litt le. Th ese meetings were the best 
time in all of my week, as light amidst darkness! 

Half a year later I repented. As Christ came into my life, 
with Him came the sense, light and grace! Th rough the Bible 
I learned why I live. I learned how I should live the right way. 
God gave me the objectives in life and motivation which were 
absent before. 

Conceptualizing my opinion of God 
and spiritual condition of people around 
me, I came to a decision to seriously com-
mit myself to ministry and give more time 
to it. I became a staff  worker at a Chris-
tian mission (Campus Crusade for Christ) 
which reaches out to students. 

Being in full-time ministry, performing 
spiritual work I myself constantly needed 
spiritual bread. Personal study of the Bible 
as well as in a group aroused in me a grow-
ing interest for the Scriptures. I realized 
that my faith lacked confi dence and depth. 
However I had dim understanding of how 
I could deepen my knowledge and my faith. 

A friend of mine advised me to join a dis-
tance learning program (over the Internet) 
at the Word of Grace Bible Institute (Pas-
tor A. Kolomiytsev). In one of the classes I 
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realized that I was a child of postmodernism. Secular ideology 
was a hindrance for me to doubtlessly trust the Word of God. I 
repented of such thinking. Th rough my training there I saw how 
religious education had an eff ective infl uence on me. 

Th ere came the next stage when the Lord incited me to think 
about my future. What do I devote myself to? As I read the Bible 
I saw many urgent matt ers to which God called His children. As 
I looked into my heart I discovered a passionate striving for pas-
toral ministry in the church, the ministry of the Word. I wanted 
to completely devote myself to it. Pondering the responsibili-
ty of the church I came to a conclusion about importance of 
serious and skilled preparation for this work. Th ere are several 
places in Russia where one can receive this kind of training. My 
choice was Novisibirsk Seminary. One the criterion for me was 
that I heard no critical remarks towards this school. 

Even though I’ve been here for a short time I have seen tru-
ly committ ed and qualifi ed workers. Th eir high level of under-
standing of the Bible amazes me (I never thought that a text can 
be interpreted so deeply), intimidates me (sometimes it seems 
to me that I will not be able to understand the Bible as they do) 
and inspires, gives strength and incitement to study assiduously. 
I am glad that the teachers’ knowledge also conduce them to 
pay att ention to our heart and behavior, as well as help us to 
change and to grow in maturity. Rector’s sessions with the stu-
dents are of special value in this process.

During my time at the Seminary I saw some mistakes which 
I used to make in preaching and I came to a deeper understand-
ing of the importance of biblical education for church leaders. I 
am confi dent that the way to proper worship is through proper 
understanding of God’s Word by the pastor.

Our Staff. A Testimony 
G. M. Oksenuk, Our New Manager

I was born in Belarus, in a small town of Ruzhany, in 1961. I 
was the youngest child in the family. I have an elder brother 
and sister. My mother was a homemaker. My father worked 

as a carpenter. Earnings were not high, we lived quite poorly. I re-
member when I was 5, the fi rst black-and-white TV set appeared 
in our town, and together with my siblings I went to watch it in 
that home. Th ere was a puppet performance “Divine Comedy” by 
Sergey Obraztsov and it was my fi rst time hearing about God. My 
parents did not believe in God though I later learned that both me 
and my brother and sister were baptized according to the Ortho-

dox tradition, but in those years it was not welcomed so they kept 
it a secret from us. 

In 1968 we moved to Novosibirsk where I started in fi rst grade. I 
did quite well in school and was also a part of young Communist orga-
nizations for children, teens and youth. Th en I entered a college. One 
day new neighbors moved to our neighborhood. It was a family with 
12 children! As I learned later they were Baptists. Th is “scary” word 
(Baptist) did not push me away from them, quite on the contrary. I 
liked one the daughters (Nadezhda) and we became friends. Nade-
zhda did not att end church and did not invite me so I was completely 
happy with that. About a year and a half later we got married. Th ough 
Nadezhda’s parents blessed our marriage we lived without God. 

We thought we didn’t need those kinds of “chains”. We hur-
ried to live, become successful, receive education, have children 
and raise them. Years went like a breeze. It was like a long-dis-
tance running. “Perestroika” and the break of the USSR added 
oil to the fi re of my vigorous activity. I would start co-operative 
shops, traded on exchanges, built up businesses, purchased and 
sold, looked for commercial gain in everything, neglecting God’s 
commandments.

It seemed like there would be no end to it. Yet I didn’t know 
then “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, this he will also reap” (Gal. 6:7). And soon I did reap. Th e 
crisis of 1998 took away everything I earned and even more. On 
the fragments of a broken business I tried to get back to my feet and 
glue it back but with no success. Th en I decided to fi nd a “quiet har-
bor” in another country. We decided to emigrate to Canada with 
our whole family. But God had other plans for my family and me! A 
year of paperwork preparation, learning the language, followed by 
an interview at the Embassy, - all of that ended in a fi asco. A trivi-
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al mistake in documents closed the door to Canada for us forever. 
Dream about “paradise on earth” fell to pieces like a card tower.

Frustration and emptiness were in my heart and then I started 
to think heavily: is there a paradise on earth? Where do I look for it? 
Shortly aft erwards I got the answer: the church speaks about paradise, 
learn about it! My wife and I went to a church service, then we came 
again and again. We started to study the Bible in a small group, en-
gaged with brothers and sisters. A year and a half later, in the summer 
of 2003 my wife and I were baptized. Our elder son Maksim was bap-
tized in the fall of the same year, and then also our younger son Artem.

My life was changed but not under the eff ect of my personal 
eff orts. It was the Lord Who changed it. He fi lled it with sense, 
showed the way to heaven where the true paradise is, rather than 
the “earthly paradise” I had looked for. And most importantly, the 
Lord changed not only my life but also the life of my whole fam-
ily! “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose 
for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which 
your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD” ( Joshua 24:15).

Off-Campus Program
In 2014 an off -campus program was launched at the Seminary. Training is being 
conducted over the internet, mainly in the form of webinars. Th ough the full-
time course of study is still the priority of our Seminary because it provides more 
opportunities to receive quality education we realize that not all church minis-
ters are able to come to Novosibirsk for four years. Th erefore we strive to spread 
sound biblical teaching with all the means available to us. We hope that this, too, 
will serve the strengthening of God’s Church.

A Branch in Nizhniy Novgorod
In 2015 a branch of the modular program of our Seminary is to be launched in 
Nizhniy Novgorod. It will be housed by the Central Church of Nizhniy Novgorod. 
Th is will give opportunities of schooling for brothers from the western part of our 
country who would like to go to Novosibirsk but were not able to come to sessions 
because of long distance. It is easier for a few instructors to come to Novgorod 
then for a number of students to go to Siberia. We thank God for omnifaceted 
backing on the part of Novgorod Association of ECB churches and for our grad-
uates who serve in this region and are ready to help in the work of the branch. 
We hope that Novgorod branch will be the center for sound Christian education 
bringing glory to God.

May we remind that this year there will be a new enrollment of the students into the Modular Program. Entrance exams will be 
held in Novosibirsk on May, 30 in the building of the seminary, in Nizhniy Novgorod on August, 29 at the Central ECB Church. 
We anticipate brothers who are committ ed to God and seeking preparation for ministry to God’s Church. 

NEWS
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Please Support Us in Prayer 

Beloved in the Lord, brothers and sisters,
We realize our dependency upon God and we have fi rm confi dence in the 
signifi cance of prayer and intercession for one another. It is our desire that, 

as was the case in the ministry of Apostle Paul, “thanks may be given by many per-
sons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through {the prayers of} many” 
(2 Corinthians 1:11). Th erefore we ask you: pray for Novosibirsk Seminary that 
it would be a trustworthy instrument in God’s hands bringing glory to our Lord 
as well as benefi t for His Church. Join in with our thanksgiving and supplication. 
We trust that through this good fruit will be brought for the Heavenly Kingdom, 
and we will be “your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our 
Lord Jesus  (2 Corinthians 1:14).

We thank God
• For the fact of the Seminary’s existence;
• For opportunity to freely study and preach God’s Word;
• For sacrifi cial contributions of churches from all over the world as well as 

those in Russia thanks to which provided are the necessary resources for the 
Seminary’s operation;

• For special care about the Seminary through SGA;
• For commitment of our students who oft en give up their material well-being, 

career or opportunity of rest in order to grow as God’s ministers;
• For the ministry of our faculty members in the Seminary as well as out of its 

bounds; for the opportunity for them to raise the level of their skill thanks to 
training in the doctoral program;

• For our staff  who are dedicated to work in the Seminary.

We beseech God
• For fruitful church ministry of the students and graduates of the Seminary;
• In behalf of families of students, faculty and staff  workers of the Seminary; 
• For understanding of the need of theological education in ECB churches, for 

development of sound biblical theology and benefi cent input of our seminary 
into this process;

• For the Lord to put headwinds to the spread in our brotherhood of false teach-
ings which reject the authority of God’s Word;

• For the building up of unity in our brotherhood based on sound biblical teaching 
and Christian love; for ministers’ ability with God’s wisdom to deal with various 
conceptions and theological dispute; 

• For needed resources for further ministry of the Seminary, as well as for resourc-
es for construction of the third fl oor;

• Th at the seminary would be the place where His name is glorifi ed; where life 
and ministry of students, faculty and staff  serves as display of sound Christian 
teaching.

May the Lord bless you all in your prayer, ministry and walk before Him!
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